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and other matters of Church obser-
vance. Soon after his return to
Smyrna he was apprehended in a
local persecution of the Christians,
and burnt at the stake.

Polyclitus (5th century B.C.).
Greek sculptor. He was probably
a native of Sicyon, but was identi-
fied with the school of Argos, where
he lived. One of the greatest artists
of his time} his Doryphorus (spear-
man), of which there are copies at
Rome, Florence, Naples, and Ber-
lin, was, according to Pliny, the
last word in perfect sculpture.
Among his other works are the
Diadumenus and the famous
chryselephantine statue of the
goddess Hera, once in the temple
at Argos. Portraits, etc., by him
have been discovered at Olympia,
Delos, and Sanios. There was also
a younger Polyclitus, architect and
sculptor, who nourished in the 4th
century. Pron. Polly-cly-tus.

Polycrates (d. 522 B.C.). Tyrant
of Samos. By creating a fleet, he
extended his dominion to other
islands and the coast of Asia
Minor, and became exceedingly
powerful and wealthy. His good
fortune was so constant that
Amasis, king of Egypt, who had
entered into an alliance with him,
became uneasy, thinking that such
unvarying prosperity would even-
tually provoke the anger of the
gods. According to Herodotus,
Amasis asked his ally to throw
away one of the most valued of his
possessions. Polycrates threw a
beautiful ring into the sea, but the
next day it was brought back to
him by a fisherman, who had found
it inside a fish which he had caught.
Amasis was now certain that such
luck could not possibly last, and
broke off the alliance. " Polycrates
repelled the attacks of various
enemies, but was finally decoyed
to the Asiatic mainland by a
Persian governor, and crucified.
The ring of Polycrates is the
subject of one of Schiller's ballads.

Polygalaceae. A family of
herbs and shrubs, natives of
temperate and tropical regions.
They have chiefly alternate leaves
(rarely opposite), and irregular
flowers. The roots have diuretic
emetic, and purgative properties,
and Polygala senega and Krameria
triandm are employed in medicine.
See Milkwort; Rhatany.

Polygamy (Gr. polys, many ;
gamos, marriage). Term popularly
used for a plurality of wives,
though in strict usage it covers
both polygyny (plurality of wives)
and polyandry (plurality of hus-
bands). Polygyny is usually
found where marriageable women

are more numerous than men, a
situation brought about by the
loss of males in warfare, hunting,
etc. In polygynous societies it is
usually only the older and richer
men who have more than one wife.
Prestige, desire for children, pro-
longed continence after childbirth,
direct economic utility of wives,
and the need to invest acquired
wealth are some of the various
motives underlying the practice of
polygyny.

Polyandry is much less wide-
spread, and" is to be distinguished
from the less permanent habit of
wife-sharing. Tibet and S. India,
are the centres of institutionalised
polyandry (e.g. it is dominant
among the Toda), though it seems
also to have occurred in S. Arabia
and ancient Babylon ; female
infanticide was a contributing
influence.

Polygenism (Gr. po?ys, many ;
genos, kind). Theory attributing
to mankind descent from more
than one original stock.

Polyglot (Gr. polys, "many;
glotta, a tongue). Term applied to
any book containing, in addition
to the original text, various trans-
lations of this text, arranged in
parallel columns. The term, also
used in reference to dictionaries in
various languages, is especially
applied to particular editions of
the Bible.

Among polyglot Bibles are (1)
The Complutensian, printed at
Alcala de Henares, Spain (the
Roman Complutum), for Cardinal
Ximenes, 1502-17, published in
6 vols., 1520, and containing
Hebrew, Chaldee, Greek, and
Latin. (2) The Antwerp, or
Biblia Regia, printed by C. Plantin,

5   vols.,   1569-72,   for  Philip  II
under the  supervision  of B.  A.
Montanus and based largely on the
Complutensian.   (3) Paris, 10 vols.,
1628-45.   (4) London, or Walton's,

6   vols.,   1654-57,   ed.   by  Brian
Walton, afterwards bishop of Ches-

Polygalaeeae.    Leaves and flower-
s-pike and, right, root of P. senega

ter, one set of which, 1657, was
dedicated to Oliver Cromwell and
known as the Republican ; and the
other to Charles II, 1600, called the
Loyal. It contains Hebrew, Sama-
ritan, Aramaic, Greek, Arabic,
Chaldee, Ethiopic, Syriac, Persic,
and Latin texts, all except the last-
named with literal Latin transla-
tions, and a Prolegomena by the
editor. (5) Bagster's, in Hebrew,
Greek, Latin, Syriac, German,
Italian, French, Spanish, and Eng-
lish, ed. S. Lee, with Prolegomena,
2nd ed. 1831. Among others is
Bielefeld's, ed. R, Stier and C. G.W.
Theile, 4 vols., 4th ed. 1875. In
1819 a Polyglot English Prayer
Book was published by Bagster.
Polygnotus (5th century B.C.).
Greek painter. Born in Thasos, he
was the son and pupil of the elder
Aglaophon. He decorated the
temples of the chief Greek cities
with paintings of mythological
subjects chosen from Homer's
epics, and his idealistic and ex-
pressive style greatly raised the
status of painting, hitherto sub-
ordinate to other arts. When
Winston Churchill received his hon-
orary doctorate of Cambridge uni-
versity in 1948, the public orator
described him as Polyynoti di-xipu-
lus. The Athenians gave Poly-
gnotus citizenship, and the Ana-
phictyonic council decreed Ms
maintenance,, in Athens and other
Hellenic cities, at public expense.
Pron. Polly-gno-tus.
Polygon (Gr. polys* many;
gonia, angle. In geometry, a
closed figure bounded by straight
lines. The triangle is the only
polygon which is necessarily in
one plane. Polygons which do not
lie in one plane are called gauche;
those in which all the angles are
equal and ail sides equal are said
to be regular.
Polygonaceae. A family of
herbs, shrubs, and a few trees,
chiefly natives of temperate re-
gions. Forming the buckwheat
family, they have alternate un-
divided leaves, whose margins are
at first rolled back. The flowers
are mostly small and inconspicu-
ous, though sometimes rendered
showy by association, as in rhu-
barb ~(Rheum). They have hard
fruits with floury seeds, which in
the case of the buckwheat (Fagojiy-
rum esculentum] has caused them
to be used as food for farm animals.
The order includes the docks and
sorrels (Riimex) and rhubarb
(Rheum). See Rhubarb.
Polygon Wood. Wood of Bel-
gium in the prov. of W. Flanders.
It is 4 m. E. of Ypres, and is so
named because in its centre was